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artist/proof

an extraordinary exhibition celebrating the
International Day of People with Disability

Opening: Friday 4 December, 5.30 —7.30pm

At: 118 Emu Bank, corner of Benjamin Way, Belconnen

By: Amanda Bresnan, ACT Greens MLA spokesperson for people experiencing disability
and Mary Durkin, ACT Disability and Community Servi ces Commissioner.

The ACT Community Arts Office and Belconnen Arts Ce ntre Inc. are delighted to invite
members of the public to celebrate more than 30 art ists who are making a unique mark
in the arts world. Individual artists, schools and the Paperworks group have worked in a
broad range of media creating a diverse range of ar tworks that will be sure to inspire
their audiences. Several artists are exhibiting in a professional gallery for the first time,
others are more experienced. They have all worked c o-operatively to plan and present
these works, bringing them together to explore conc epts of identity, accessibility,
connection, wellbeing and acceptance.

This vibrant group of Canberra artists includes Cra nleigh School, Black Mountain School,
Paperworks, Dagmara Anders, Paul Bilton, Giselle Burningham, Keith Carfrae, Judith Ann
Daniells, Diana Davidson, Dr Possum, Jenni Heckendorf, Rebecca Hill, Pauline Mager,
Mitchearte, Ralph Nelson, Keith Reece, Vijaya Sen, Jenny Snell, plus touring artist
Harrison Saragossi (QLD).

The exhibition title ‘artist/proof * derives from the printmaker ’s reference to the first proof
of a limited edition run being the most valuable .

The ACT Community Arts Office ’s artsAbility Officer Caro Roach says, “It’s been really
great working with the Belconnen Arts Centre staff to create an inclusive process for the
artist/proof artists. The artists can't wait to show their work to friends and family and
share it with the general public at the opening eve nt.”

In a natural progression from still to moving image s, several new short film pieces will be
screened in the exhibition. It will also be an oppo rtunity for people to register for next
year's 2010 community film making project Through a Different Lens, which will also be

launched during the evening by the National Film an d Sound Archive.
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The evening will also include special entertainment in the beautiful foyer of the
Belconnen Arts Centre overlooking Lake Ginninderra. Jump to the fun beats of Monkey
Drum and drumUp, travel to faraway places with worl d music by Heart and Soul Singers,
be moved by dance artist Katie Senior and friends, and soak up the sweet sounds of
musician TJ James.

“The partnerships in this project have been amazing. This project is a fantastic example of
how much can be done when a group of organisations and funding sponsors work
together, ” says ACT Disability and Community Services Commissoner Mary Durkin. “The
artist/proof exhibition and Through a Different Lens project are important steps to
address issues of inequality and exclusion. They ensure that people in the community
have access to venues and opportunities to particip ate in cultural activities, showcasing
the talent and skills that artists in the disabilit y community bring to the arts in the ACT. ”

Exhibition runs: 3 — 20 December 2009

Associated activities:

» Paperworks ’ paper marbling and envelope making workshops with Richard Pedvin
at 9:00am — 12:00pm Sunday 6, Tuesday 8 and Sunday 13 December. Bookings essential.
» Meet the Artists  at1:00pm, Saturday 12 December

Media enquiries and workshop bookings:
Caro Roach, 02 6247 1882, 0450 960 899 or artsability@actartsofficers.org.au

Interviews available on request.
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